
 Non-prescription medi-
cines for fever, pain or 
diarrhea 

 A stash of cash or travel-
er’s checks 

 Flashlight and radio with 
extra batteries or hand 
crank-powered units 

 Garbage bags 

 Matches in a waterproof 
container 

 Candles 

 Basic hand tools 

 Extra clothing 

 Food and water for at 
least one week for each 
member of the family. 

(cont. on page 2) 

A disaster can happen at a 
moment’s notice, leaving 
you and your family stranded 
and searching for a way out; 
however, it can come with 
warning, giving you time to 
plan and prepare.  Since so 
many disasters happen unex-
pectedly, it is important to 
have a plan in place as prep-
aration for what you will do 
when a disaster occurs.  
Here in north Texas, we have 
experienced disasters from 
several sources.  Tornados, 
flooding, large hail, high 
winds and lightning can oc-
cur at almost any time and 
can come with little or no 
warning.  In addition, power 
outages, water shortages or 
outages and hazardous ma-
terials incidents can disrupt 
our lives at any time and for 
a number of reasons.  How 
can we best prepare for all of 
these calamities?   

Some preparedness tips ap-
ply to any disaster you might 
face, no matter what the 
source.  One of the most 
important things you can 
implement is to pack a disas-
ter preparedness kit.  Here 
are some things you should 
consider including in this ‘Go 
Bag’: 

 First aid kit with antisep-
tic and thermometer 

 Baby supplies (if applica-
ble) including diapers, 
formula, bottles, medi-
cations 

 Extra meds for other 
family members 

 Supplies for contact 
lenses and eyeglasses 

 Denture supplies 

 Toiletry items including 
hygiene wipes, toilet 
paper, feminine supplies 
and hand sanitizer 

 Paper plates or “mess 
kit” type dishes 

Hope for the Best...Prepare for the Worst 
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(cont. from page 1) 

Personally, I believe food and water, or 
a provision for food and water, for 
more than 30 days should be made.  
There are several sources of water puri-
fication systems and storage sources 
available today.  Also, emergency food 
sources with shelf lives of 25 or more 
years are readily available.  

Packing a disaster prep kit is just the 
first step in being prepared.  Here is a 
checklist to help you be prepared for 
any type of disaster.  Each of these 
steps applies to all disaster types. 

 Designate a safe meeting place in 
case you are separated from fami-
ly. 

 Make a plan for what you will do 
with pets if you  are evacuated. 

 Have a person designated as your 
contact that lives in another area.  
This will be the person any of your 
family members should contact if 
they are separated from you. 

 Know where the shutoff valves are 
for your utilities. 

 Make copies of all private and per-
sonal documents, then stash them 
in a secure location not located in 
your home. 

 Be informed about the types of 
disasters common to our area, so 
you can watch the news and 
weather  for signs of potential 
problems. 

 Create an emergency contact card 
for every member of your house-
hold which contains important 
contact information that might be 
needed in an emergency. 

 Instruct family members about the 
need to always follow evacuation 
orders when and if they come. 

Tornado Preparedness 

 Know your local warning system.  

In ESD 3 there are two outdoor 
sirens located in the city of Hudson 
Oaks.  In the county and within 
Hudson Oaks, a reverse 911 system 
is utilized to notify residents of 
emergency situations.  To sign up 
for the county alert system, go to 
www.parkercounty.bbcportal.com.   

 Listen to local news or a NOAA 
Weather Radio to stay informed. 

 Tornado Watch:  Be Prepared!  
Tornados are possible in or near 
the watch area.  Pay attention to 
the local news and weather. 

 Tornado Warning:  Take Action!  A 
tornado has been sighted or indi-
cated by weather radar.  There is 
imminent danger to life and prop-
erty.  Move to your safe place 
NOW! 

 Know the safest location in your 
house.  For most homes it is a 
basement or an interior bathroom 
away from windows.  Make sure all 
family members know where to go.  
Utilize storm shelters if they are 
available to you. 

 Cars are not safe during tornados; 
if you are unable to make it to a 
shelter, either get down in your car 
and cover your head, or abandon 
your car and seek shelter in a low 
lying area such as a ditch or ravine. 

 Do not use open flames, including 
candles after a tornado until you 
know there are no gas leaks.  Shut 
off gas at the meter or propane 
tank if you smell gas. 

Lightning Safety 

 NO PLACE outside is safe when 
thunderstorms and lightning are in 
the area. 

 If you hear thunder, lightning is 
close enough to strike you. 

 When you hear thunder, immedi-

ately move to safe shelter:  a sub-
stantial building with electricity 
and/or plumbing or an enclosed, 
metal-topped vehicle with win-
dows rolled up. 

 Stay in shelter at least 30 minutes 
after you hear the last sound of 
thunder. 

 Stay off corded phones, computers 
and other electrical equipment 
that put you in direct contact with 
electricity. 

 Stay away from windows and 
doors and stay off porches. 

 Do not lie on concrete floors and 
do not lean against concrete walls. 

 Never seek shelter under an isolat-
ed tree or use a cliff or overhang. 

 Never lie flat on the ground. 

Flooding can be a problem in some are-
as during heavy rains associated with 
thunderstorms .  

If you live in a flood prone area: 

 Turn around, don’t drown.  One 
foot of rushing water can move a 
car. 

 Know an evacuation route that is 
not near water. 

 Practice flood evacuation if you live 
in a high-risk area. 

 Turn off electrical power when a 
flood is coming. 

 If there is a prediction that your 
area will flood, or if it has flooded 
in the past, evacuate early in the 
process. 

 Quick and early evacuation is es-
sential for emergency responders 
to access areas in need.  Blocked or 
clogged roads due to traffic hinders 
incoming emergency vehicles.  
Leave Early! 

(cont. on page 3) 



Congratulations 
to our 2016 
Firefighter of 
the Year, 
Chaplain Gene 
Smithwick!  
Many thanks 
for your ten 
plus years of 
service! 
Shown below 
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Finally, what should you do if 
you sense that a disaster is 
imminent?  Here are some 
tips to keep in mind. 

 Always know the safest 
place to go in a disaster, 
including the best evacua-
tion route from your 
home. 

 Prepare your home by 
securing items outside, 
boarding up windows and 
turning off utilities if need-
ed. 

 Have a plan to meet up 
with your family. 

 Tune in to weather radio 
stations to get updates 
from local authorities. 

 Obey any and all evacua-
tion orders 

 In an evacuation, Grab 
your ‘go bag’ and run. 

 Above all, value human life 
over belongings.  Only one 
can be replaced. 

Info provided by National 
Weather Service and NOAA. 

Go to www.weather.gov for 
up to date info, forecasts and 
latest radar images as well as 
more safety tips. 

Preparing for Wildland Fires 
  We have discussed weather 
related emergencies which 
we will no doubt see in our 
area this spring.  In addition 
to weather related emergen-
cies, let’s discuss wildland 
fires and how to best pre-
pare for them.  The national 
program, Ready, Set, Go! is 
aimed at educating home-
owners on how to best pro-
tect their homes BEFORE a 
wildfire. 
Ready-  Take personal re-
sponsibility and prepare long 
before the threat of a wild-
fire so your home is ready in 
case of a fire.  Create defen-
sible space by clearing brush 
away from your home.  Use 
fire-resistant landscaping 

and harden your home with 
fire-safe construction 
measures.  Plan escape 
routes and make sure all 
those residing in the home 
know the plan of action. 
Set-  Situational Awareness-
Pack your emergency items.  
Know how to receive and 
stay aware of the latest news 
and information from local 
media, your local fire depart-
ment and public safety on 
the fire. 
Go-  Act Early- 
Follow your personal 
wildland fire action plan.  
Also be sure to adhere to 
your local jurisdiction’s evac-
uation processes.  Doing so 
will not only support your 
safety, but will allow fire-
fighters to best maneuver 
resources to combat a fire.  
  
For more information, go to 
www.wildlandfirersg.org, or 
call the District offices  to 
receive more info.  The Dis-
trict also offers the use of a 
brush removal trailer to help 
you clear out a defensible 
space around your home.  
Call us at 817-599-0576 to 
schedule a trailer and safety 
visit.   

 
We would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome our 
two newest commissioners 
to Parker County ESD No. 3.   
Elvera Johnson and Betty 
Reinert were sworn in at the 
beginning of the year as new 
board members for the Dis-
trict. 
Before retiring, Elvera John-
son served as the Parker 
County District Clerk for 12 
years.  She has also served 
on the East Parker County 
Library board, St. Steven’s 
Parish Council and as Admin-
istrative Assistant for the 
Parker County Judge.  
 
Betty Reinert is a local real-
tor with Century 21 Judge 
Fite and is the Precinct Chair 
for Parker County Precinct 
425. She also serves as secre-
tary for the Friends of 
Weatherford Public Library 
and is active at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church where she is a 
Braille worker.    
Welcome Elvera and Betty!
   

New Commissioners 

sworn in for ESD 3 



In our continual effort to save tax dollars at Parker County ESD No. 3, we are requesting 
your email addresses.  Several times each year we print and mail out thousands of copies of 
the latest edition of The Red Zone, our newsletter.  We enjoy sending the latest in safety 
and valued information to each home in the District, but we know we can do it better and 
less expensive...with your help. 

With your email address, we will not only be able to save a tree and the associated costs of 
mailing you the newsletter, we will be able to email you a digital copy with informative 
links.  These links will allow you to view videos and access informative websites within the 
same great publication.  The  natural limitations of print prohibit us from sending  you as 
much information as we would like, but the digital copy of the newsletter will take on a life 
of it’s own. 

Go to our webpage at www.esd3.org and to the “Quarterly Newsletter” area at the bottom 
of the home page to send us your name and email address.  It’s that easy. 

Meet us in the 21st century when you receive our digital newsletter!  Thanks for your help. 

 

Wanted:  Your Email Address! 

We’re on the web! 

www.esd3.org 

Parker County ESD No. 3 Commissioners 

President– Ed Huddleston, ehuddle-

ston@esd3.org 

Vice President- Jerry Brooks, 

jbrooks@esd3.org 

Secretary Treasurer– Wally Wallace, 

wwallace@esd3.org 

Assistant Treasurer– Elvera  Johnson, 

ejohnson@esd3.org 

Commissioner Betty Reinert, 

breinert@esd3.org 

Staff 

Fire Chief– Pat English,                        

penglish@esd3.org 

Administrative Asst– Donna Lambert, 

dlambert@esd3.org 

Parker County ESD 

No. 3 

Hudson Oaks Fire 

Hudson Oaks Public Safety 

Building 

150 N. Oakridge 

Hudson Oaks, Texas 76087 

817-599-0576 

Fax 682-229-2449 

www.esd3.org 

For more info: dlambert@esd3.org 
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Hudson Oaks Fire Rescue 

crews prepare to enter a live 

fire evolution on January 7th 

at the Fort Worth Fire Depart-

ment Fire Training facility.  

Members participated in a day 

of live fire evolutions, includ-

ing the flashover simulator, 

which helped warm everyone 

up from the 9 degree temper-

atures of the early morning 

hours. 


